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Women of Mathematics: A Biobibliographic Sourcebook. Edited by Louise S. 
Grinstein and Paul J. Campbell, with a foreword by Alice Schafer. New York 
(Greenwood). 1987. 292 pp. $45.00. 
Reviewed by Joella G. Yoder 
Renton, Washington, U.S.A. 
Women of Mathematics fulfills the task given in its subtitle, A Biobibliographic 
Sourcebook. The book is arranged alphabetically, with 43 women profiled. Each 
entry is divided into three sections: biography, work, and bibliography. The bibli- 
ography section is further divided into “Works by,” “Works about,” and (occa- 
sionally) “Other References.” The biography section begins with demographic 
information regarding the woman’s parentage and then describes her education 
and career. The book includes three appendixes-one that lists the women chron- 
ologically by birthdate; one that tabulates their places of birth, education, places 
of work, and fields within mathematics; and one that gives additional bibliographic 
information (primarily references to other biographical dictionaries)-and con- 
cludes with both name and subject indexes and brief biographies of the contribu- 
tors. 
Although this tightly defined structure might appear to allow little latitude, the 
entries vary enormously. In some cases the essay is nothing more than a curricu- 
lum vitae put into sentence form; in others it is a full-fledged study based on 
original research; in still others it is merely a hodgepodge of anecdotes. Many of 
the better studies are summaries by authors who have done previous research on 
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the subject and can draw on their expertise to give a more rounded picture; such is 
the case with Koblitz on Kovalevskaya and Litvinova and with Patterson on 
Somerville. The care that could be taken in providing a first-rate study specifically 
for this book is exemplified by Richards’s treatment of Geiringer, which makes 
use of archival material. Unfortunately, few of the articles are up to this level, 
especially in the use of primary materials. 
The most disappointing aspect of this book rests in its failure to deal with 
historical evidence adequately. Almost half the subjects were born in the 20th 
century, and nine are still living. This means that much of the material, including 
interviews with the subjects or with people who knew them, is contemporary. 
Unfortunately, the pitfalls of oral history have not been avoided, and too often the 
results are anecdotes uncritically repeated. At the other extreme, some of the 
women seem not to have been interviewed in any meaningful way; the sparest 
biography is of the youngest subject still living. Certainly there is no evidence in 
the finished book of a uniform approach to contemporary subjects, particularly 
with regard to the topics discussed. 
Of course, uniformity need not be the primary goal, especially when many of 
the essays are written by spouses (e.g., Weiss), nephews (Noether), granddaugh- 
ters (Wiegand on Young), former students (Andreka on Peter), and colleagues 
(Coxeter on Stott). Their personal knowledge of the women in question is itself 
important historical material, and in some of the essays that knowledge enhances 
the description of both the life and the work of the subject (Robinson and Weiss 
are good examples). In some of the other essays, however, the material needs to 
be reshaped to avoid a certain self-centeredness. 
That many of the authors are practicing mathematicians is another double- 
edged sword. Their mathematical sophistication holds the potential for a strong 
assessment of the women’s work, and although the potential is not actualized as 
frequently as might be hoped, many of the summaries are remarkably fluent in 
explaining complex ideas (e.g., Green on Karp and Ladd-Franklin). Unfortu- 
nately, the price for that mathematical knowledge is sometimes tedious prose 
(admittedly not confined to the mathematicians among the authors) and historical 
naivete (ditto). 
The source of all these woes is the same: weak editing. Some of the authors 
quite obviously needed guidance regarding content and not just form. Certainly 
the editors could have done more to help their authors avoid embarrassing gaffes. 
Kennedy goes to some length to point out that Agnesi never taught at the Univer- 
sity of Bologna, but the myth is repeated by another author. The account of a 
physical assault on Sinclair, admittedly a traumatic event, is out of proportion and 
of questionable taste since it pointedly includes the convicted man’s name and 
race. And how, pray tell, was it determined that Hypatia died a virgin? And why 
does the claim bear repeating? 
The book’s main title, of course, invokes the memories of E. T. Bell’s Men of 
Mathematics. That they are wholly different works says something about the 
changes that have taken place in the history of mathematics in the half-century 
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separating them. We now expect exacting documentation and historical sensitiv- 
ity. A good story is not enough, although the present book will inspire some to 
nostalgia for the bad old days. (Perhaps the editors had second thoughts about 
wanting to be compared with Bell, for the running head changes title toward the 
end.) 
Naturally, there is another difference with Bell’s book: the raison d’&re of this 
new one resides in women. Yet, even when dealing with the fundamental question 
of sexism in career trajectories, the book remains true to its erratic pattern. For 
example, Kendall’s problems with advancement are attributed to sexism, al- 
though it is doubtful that a man with a similar curriculum vitae would have ad- 
vanced faster. At the same time, Rudin’s exclusion from a professorship because 
of nepotism rules must be inferred from the dates given for her advancement from 
lecturer to professor. As a consequence, it is difficult to draw any conclusions 
regarding gender and mathematics from this collection. 
Indeed, perhaps it is too much to expect a Biobibliographic Sourcebook to 
provide conclusions. Is it not sufficient that the book provide data and inspire 
questions? However, the higher goal is what the editors set for themselves. A 
foreword by Alice Schafer, the preface by the editors, and an introduction by 
Jeanne LaDuke, all stress that the purpose of this book is to provide inspiration 
and insight for new generations of women mathematicians. That ambitious expec- 
tation is sadly unfulfilled; when read from cover to cover, the book is painfully 
dull. 
And yet, if judged against the lesser goal, the book is quite good. The demo- 
graphic data provide a starting point for analysis, and though the remaining bio- 
graphical data sometimes contain lacunae, the sources are frequently there to fill 
in the holes. Indeed, the greatest strength of the book is its bibliography, particu- 
larly since many entries are annotated. It provides quick access to a wealth of 
material, some of it difficult to trace, especially foreign references. A researcher 
dealing with topics that involve the modern mathematical community will find the 
book invaluable. In sum, Women of Mathematics succeeds as a Sourcebook but 
fails as inspiring biography. 
Cantorian Set Theory and Limitation of Size. By Michael Hallett. Foreword by M. 
Dummett. Oxford Logic Guides: 10. Oxford/New York (Clarendon Press- 
Oxford Univ. Press). 1984. xxii + 343 pp. $25.00. 
Reviewed by Gabriele Lolli 
Dipartimento di Informatica Universitci degli Studi di Torino 10149 Torino, Italy 
This book is a peculiar mixture of historical and philosophical analyses, both 
scholarly and thoroughly pursued; precisely because of its high standards, it also 
offers a good opportunity to reflect on a methodological issue, namely, whether 
historical and philosophical analyses can or should be intermixed. Contrary to 
